Trestle Style Children's
Table and Chairs

You can build the wonderful little table and chairs for the
kids or grandbabies. Mine are over 4 feet tall now and they
still use it for homework. A circular saw, sabre saw and
simple hand tools are all that’s needed. And those with
limited woodworking skills should have no problems with
this project.
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Notice that I completely rounded the table top
corners and I sanded all the edges to very smooth.
We don’t need splinters or sharp edges.

I was watching them color one day at the table and
noticed it tended to tip when they leaned on the edge so
I added the feet to the legs. That made it very stable.

Materials List
Always wear safety glasses when using power tools!

2

1 X 12 X 8' Pine

1

2 X 2 X 8' Pine

1

1 X 4 X 8' Pine

1 Lb

Screws 6 X 1-1/4" Wood Screws

1 Lb

Screws 6 X 2" Wood Screws

1

Wood Glue

1

Wood Filler Stainable (Minwax tube)

1 Qt

Stain Optional Color is your choice

1 Qt

Polyurethane varnish
Course and Fine Sandpaper
Fine Grade steel wool

Table Top Assembly
Always wear safety glasses when using power tools!

2x2
1x2
1x12

Begin by assembling the table top. Cut (2) 1x12, 24” long
boards and lay them on a flat surface. Then cut (2)
2x2’s, 19” long and miter (45 Degree Cut) them on each
end. Position them as shown above and glue and screw
them to the 1x12’s with 2” Screws. Finally, cut a 1x2,
19” long and miter it on both ends and center it across
the 1x12’s as shown above. Then glue and screw it to the
1x12’s with 1-1/4” screws. Make sure no screws
protrude through the tabletop.

Table Leg Dimensions
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Cut 2 table legs as shown in the pattern above. The scrolls on the sides
do not have to be perfect. I think I used a coffee can lid to mark mine
for the sabre saw pattern. After you cut the first one out, you can use
that scrap as a pattern for the rest of the scrolls on the table legs and
later the chair legs. For the heart shape, try the old fold a piece of
cardboard in half trick to make it symmetric.

Table Assembly
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Table Assembly

2” Wide, 1x4
18-1/2” Wide, 1x4

1x4 Foot

After cutting the 2 table legs per the dimensional drawing above,
fasten the 1x4x18-1/2” feet to the 1x12 legs with 1-1/4” screws.
Glue and screw these flush to bottom of the legs and centered on
the leg boards. Then fasten the leg assemblies to the 2x2’s on the
underside of the table top. Apply glue to the 2x2’s before you run
the 2” screws in form the backside of the 2x2’. I don’t mind the
look of screws so I ran a couple in from both sides to make it
stronger.
The trestle amounts to a 1x4 cut to 18-1/2” long with a 2” wide 1x4
glued and screwed to each end. Then after it is positioned and
fastened to the table legs, a second 2” piece of 1x4 is added on the
other side to lock it in place. Use 1-1/4 screws for this assembly and
make sure you drill small pilot holes or the wood will split.

Chair Assembly
Always wear safety glasses when using power tools!
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Chair Dimensions

For 2 chairs, you will need (6), 11-1/4”, 1x12’s and (2), 12-1/2”
1x12. Cut them as shown above. The pattern scrap from the first
scroll cut can be used here on the legs and also the top of the chair
backs.
For the assembly, you will also need (4) 2x2x8-3/4” and (2) 2x2x93/4” boards and (2) 1x4x9-3/4 boards for the trestles.
To mount the trestles, you will need (8) 1x4x2”.
Remember to glue all mating surfaces before screwing them
together.

Chair Assembly

Hopefully when you get done, the chairs will look like the above
drawing.
After you have completed the assembly of the 2 chairs and the table,
sand every surface and edge very smooth.
After vacuuming of the dust, apply a stain color of your choice. After
about 20 minutes wipe off the excess and let it dry overnight. Buff the
surfaces with fine steel wool, vacuum again and apply a coat of
polyurethane varnish. When the first coat is dried, repeat with the steel
wool and another coat of varnish. This should give you a pretty nice
looking and durable finish.
Enjoy,
Grandpa

